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PROFILE

When it comes to living a full life, balance is key says Prakash 
Venkataraman.

The Cambridge entrepreneur, who found great success operating a 
global oil and gas company, has spent much of his adult life try-
ing to create a balance between his career, family, and love for the 
community he has called home since arriving from India just over 
21 years ago.

“I have always believed in loyalty, fl exibility, honesty, adaptability, 
integrity and tolerance with the right intentions,” he says. “All these 
are the strengths you hold dear to your heart.”
These ‘strengths’ make up the 47-year-old’s recipe of continued suc-
cess which began before he and his wife, Suneetha, fi rst arrived in 
Cambridge from their native home in southern India. 

For several years, since becoming an electrical and electronics en-
gineer at the age of 21, Prakash found himself working abroad after 
six months in the profession in several exotic places including Sin-
gapore, Hong Kong and the Middle East, fl ying home most weekends 
to be with his family.

“I am a bit of a momma’s boy,” he jokes. “Every other 
weekend I used to go to India. I needed to see my 

parents.”

It was on one of these weekend visits where 
Prakash was introduced to his future 

wife, a professional classical traditional 
dancer. It was the perfect match since 

he was also artistic and had been a 
child prodigy in percussion and had 

performed extensively around the 
world.

“They knew my tastes,” he 
jokes, referring to his 

parents’ matchmaking 
skills.

Although he relishes 
his involvement in 
the arts, which con-
tinues to this day 
thanks in part to 
his connection to 
Laya Lasya Dance 
Studio founded 
by Suneetha in 
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Cambridge, Prakash also had a passion for 
knowledge and did post-graduate work part 
time in materials management and interna-
tional business administration. 

“I always wanted to be an entrepreneur. Ob-
viously, you don’t just wake up one day and 
call yourself an entrepreneur,” says Prakash. 
“There is a lot of preparation work to be 
done and I was trying to expose myself and 
educate myself in the different workings of 
business.”
Interaction with representatives from a 
Cambridge-based business while he was still 
working overseas would set the stage for his 
move to Canada.

“While working in oil and gas in the Middle 
East I happen to know one company in Cam-
bridge where I wanted to buy a product and 
I asked them for a user reference.  They said 
they had never sold anything outside of On-
tario,” he says, adding how surprised he was 
to hear that considering the importance of 
globalization.

The young couple decided to make a major 
move and began doing extensive research of 
Australia and Canada after Prakash was of-
fered jobs in Cambridge and Brisbane. 

“I felt these two countries and their rules and 
regulations made it much simpler to pen-
etrate the market and allow yourself to be-
come part of a community and local culture 
yet practicing your own religion and beliefs,” 
he says, adding among his large extended 
family which has been heavily involved in the 
construction business for decades, he would 
be the fi rst to leave India.

“I was the very fi rst in my family to even get 
on a fl ight,” he says.

Suneetha suggested her husband book a 
‘around the world’ ticket and spend a few 
weeks in each place to determine what would 
make the better fi t. After approximately two 
weeks in Brisbane, Prakash says it became 
clear this would not be the place.

“It was very territorial. I felt like a foreigner 
and didn’t feel I belong there,” he says. “But 
I thought Canada could be worse because I 
didn’t know what to expect.”

Prakash says that changed the moment he 
drove into Cambridge and jokes the fi rst 
thing he noticed was the Rotary Club sign 
which comforted him as a long-time mem-
ber.

“I remember going to Zehrs and the people 
were very friendly, and I felt this was it. This 
is home,” he says, adding people were very 
approachable and helpful as he learned to 
navigate Cambridge using a roadmap. “There 
was no GPS then.”

Prakash also welcomed the prospect of 
working for a much smaller company, com-
pared to the larger fi rm he had been working 
for in the Middle East.

“Here I could see a lot of possibility for 
growth and could really take this company to 
the next level.”

It took only 21 days before Suneetha joined 
him in Canada and the couple began their 
life in Cambridge living at the now defunct 
Satellite Motel, with its distinct ‘rocket ship’ 
adorning its entranceway on Hespeler Road, 
for about three months before moving into a 
one-bedroom apartment. He bought his fi rst 
car at the Ford dealership next to the motel 
and because he had an international driver’s 
licence, he was quickly able to obtain an On-
tario licence. 

It didn’t long before Prakash began to make 
connections in the community, and he re-
members attending his fi rst few Rotary Club 
of Cambridge Sunrise meetings where some-
one suggested he might feel more comfort-
able culturally attending a club in Brampton.

“But I didn’t walk away and become very per-
sistent and eventually I became president of 
the club,” he says. “I’m a people person and I 
have never waited for someone to invite me.”
Prakash says a love for family and commu-
nity are shared experiences that can break 
down potential barriers between people.

“A few years later nobody saw me any dif-
ferent than themselves,” he says. “When you 
start talking soul to soul, you don’t see the 
physical person right in front of you.”

Prakash, whose both sons were born at Cam-
bridge Memorial Hospital, says after nearly 
21 years in this community and volunteering 
for numerous organizations during that time 
there is no other place he would rather work 
and raise his family.

“We belong here. No matter where we go, 
this is home,” Prakash says. “Even today, I 
don’t have any family living here. Everybody 
here are friends and they are my family in 
Canada.”
He wishes others who chose to make Canada 
their home can fi nd the same but admits it 

can be diffi cult given our current immigra-
tion system which he says is operating within 
a 10-year lag of what is truly needed.

“There is this huge disconnect,” Prakash says, 
referring to existing immigration data.

He says encouraging more entrepreneurs to 
settle here is imperative to the future of our 
economy and that many new Canadians be-
come entrepreneurs mainly by default when 
they can’t follow their true passion. In turn, 
he says others who come here to pursue a 
dream of a new life end up discouraged and 
often return to their home countries to work, 
supporting the family they left here.

“It is the chicken and the egg scenario,” 
Prakash says. “How can they get experience 
if they don’t get a job fi rst? Somebody needs 
to offer them a job fi rst.”

He says many new immigrants are often told 
volunteering is a great way to make that fi rst 
step. While he agrees giving back to the com-
munity is important, Prakash says for a new 
immigrant, volunteering is not always practi-
cal.

“They didn’t come to this country to be a 
volunteer. Eventually they can volunteer 
but fi rst they have to make sure they have 
enough food to put on their table.”

The federal government has announced it in-
tends to welcome 1.2 million immigrants over 
the course of the next three years. Prakash 
recommends setting a target of perhaps 20% 
of that number should be true entrepre-
neurs. 
“You only need 10 entrepreneurs to employ 
10,000 people,” he says, adding not everyone 
who runs a business is a true entrepreneur. 
“It is a way of life and a completely different 
breed.”

Prakash says a hardcore entrepreneur, like 
himself, must be able to take the good with 
the bad.

“Even if the whole world doesn’t believe in 
you, you have to believe in yourself fi rst. 
When people look at a successful entrepre-
neur, they see the ship above the water not 
the paddles below.”

Personally, Prakash says he has gained and 
lost in business while living in Cambridge 
and that staying humble and grounded is 
important.

Prakash recollects when he was kidnapped 
by armed rebels in Nigeria (con't on pg 46) 
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(Con't from pg 27) 17 years ago during one 
of his international business travels, where 
he had no other choice but to negotiate for 
his own life, successfully earned their trust 
and respect without paying single dollar, and 
ever since his approach to life has changed 
with total gratitude.

“Whether you go up or down, or stay in the 
centre, if you remain humble, modest, hon-
est, and grounded nothing will affect us 
when the life around us goes up and down.”

Out of his numerous accolades, some of the 
recent recognition includes, Ernst and Young 
Canada “Entrepreneur of the Year” runner-
up, Cultural Diversity Champion in Waterloo 
Region, Mayor’s Award, Gowlings President 
Award, Skills International Canada Entrepre-
neur of the Year runner-up, WRIEN President 
of the Year, Rotary Paul Harris Award recipi-
ent, and Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee 
medal towards his contributions to Canada.

And even though he has since ‘retired’ from 
the oil and gas industry to spend more time 
with his family, Prakash has launched a new 
venture in real estate property develop-
ment, actively involved in multiple projects 
across Ontario, and continues to pursue his 

other passions including the arts, music, rid-
ing motorcycles, community advocacy, and 
cooking. As well, he continues to cultivate the 
business connections he has made in more 
than 100 countries.

“Money is not everything. Family, close friends 
and what you can do for the community and 
your usefulness to the people around you, 
that is all really matters,” he says. “I love this 
country from the bottom of heart and what 
I have today I would thank three people: my 
parents, my wife and No. 3 is Canada.”


